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English Column

WE ALL BREATHE THE SAME AIR......
—by Richard L. Lammers

The world is divided into many nations and we become
more and more aware of their differences. We quickly
notice differences when we travel to another country. Yet,
isn't it more important to discover the things that make us
the same?

When I went to America with some Japanese friends, one
of them said to me, “It took us 12 hours by airplane to fly from
Japan to America. It was a long ride and we are now far
from home. But the sun shining in America is the same sun
that shines in Japan. The air I breathe here is some of the
same air breathe in Japan. No matter where we live we
breathe the same air.”

When we really think about this we understand this with
our mind, but my friend was feeling it with his whole being.
My friend had noticed many differences, but he was also
noticing things that are the same. Every person in this
world depends on the same sun, the same air, and the same
rain for life. When the air is polluted on one side of the world
it will be only a matter of time until the other side of the world
becomes polluted with the same air. The way I live affects
not only me but people all over the world.

On June 10,1963 John F. Kennedy said:

“So let us not be blind to our differences (refexrring
to differences between Russia and the United States)-
-but let us direct attention to our common interests
and the means by which those differences can be re-
solved. And if we cannot end now our differences, at
least we can help make the world safe for diversity.
For in the final analysis, our most basic common
link is that we all inhabit this small planet.

“We all breathe the same air. We all cherish our
children's future and we are all mortal.”

7
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