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WHAT'S IN A NAME ?....

that makes one say,”I love you"?
--by Richard L. Lammers

After asking "What's in a name? the Swiss writer-
psychologist Tournier laments that "We attach too much
importance to things and not enough to persons.” When it
comes to names of people or of things, some names are very
precious to us and become a part of our daily life and
conversations. The news keeps before us the names of world
leaders like Bush, Gorbachev, Thatcher, Mitterand, Kaifu,
and many others. Advertisements in our magazines and
newspapers keep before us names of products known the
world over, like Xerox, Sony, Mitsubishi, Aiwa, General
Motors, Nissan, Toyota, Chrysler, IBM, NEC and of course,
we can't forget Apple with its ‘Mac'.

Those who read this will know that there is a lot in the name
'Mac'. In fact, some who use a '"Mac' word-processor-computer
think of it as a person....a son (he) , or a daughter (she). The
relationship becomes such that "he/she” even tells the user
when "he/she” thinks (or sometimes knows, better than the
user) that a mistake has been made..."Sorry, cannot print
ascommanded.” Or there may be an apology when “he/she”

has committed a "system error” and :"he/she” informs the user
to "Restart”.

It's like climbing a mountain and getting to within a few feet
of the top and sliding down....all the way to the bottom....and
having to start all over again. This is especially disappointing
when one has forgotten to "save” what has taken two or three
hours 1o perfect. At such a time one begins to think, "Maybe 1
should stop this relationship.” But even when one feels that
way [ have to admit that I believe there is a lot in the name ‘Mac'
andin theendIfollow the suggestion "he/she" givesto "Restart”,
with the shaky hope that the next time will be better. I end up

saying "I love you, ‘Mac', You're great!"

But more important are Tournier's words that: “ we attach too

much importance to things and not enough lo persons”.

Regardless of how much we love 'Mac' we need to remember 1o
say "I love you" to the real people in our lives...grandmother,
grandfather, mother, father, husband, wife, daughter, son,
granddaughter, grandson, friend or fellow-worker. They are
sacrificing much for us to have this ‘affair’ with ‘Mac'.
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