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Keep Climbing......
....by Richard L. Lammers

“ n the June issue of MacNews I wrote of the need to

keep on dreaming and I said that 'he who has no
dreams may besaid to be dead already'. Reference was made
to the song "Climb Every Mountain" from Rogers and Ham-
mersteins' ‘Sound of Music".

Recently I read about a person named Hulda Crooks*.
You may remember hearing about her in July of 1937 when
she became the oldest woman and oldest American to climb
Mt. Fuji. Hulda first began climbing mountains to regain
her health. Her health had gone bad while working and going
to school at the same time, as happens to many youth
nowadays. But it took some years for her to fully recover
from a serious attack of pneumonia.

When she first started climbing she began Lo notice that
at lower elevations the trees stood straight and tall but at
higher elevations, where the winds are stronger, the trees
adjusted...first they leaned slightly, then a little higher they
bent and finally they were lying almost prostrate, but their
heads were still pointing toward the summit. Seeing how the
trees adjusted to the winds and the storms....gave her courage
and strength to face times of stress and grief in her own life.
Especially the time when her husband died of heart failure.

One day she set a goal for herself. Some day she would
stand on the highest piece of real estate (property) in the con-
tinental (mainland) U.S.A. She first accomplished this
dream at the age of sixty-six. Having once experienced the
thrill of being at the top of Mt. Whitney she has continued
year after year to climb and has succeeded 23 times since that
first attempt.

She has a special message for us all. For us as human
beings, "there is only one body per customer, and that's it.
No new purchases are allowed (or even possible). We can't
even trade in the badly worn body. The best that doctors can
do is patch it up here and there a little. And there's only one
lease on that body. We can lengthen its life or shorten it.
We can upgrade its quality, or run it into the ground. It's
largely a matter of our own personal choice.”

Hulda's determination, at the age of 92, "to keep climb-
ing, as long as she can walk" is an example for all of us as
we face the many 'mountains’ in our daily lives.

* Mature Years - Spring 1989 - UMC Publication

A LESSON
FROM AN EARTHQUAKE...

E arthquakes have been much on our minds in recent
weeks. It wasn't long after the San Francisco earth-
quake when we heard about an earthquake in China and not
long after that when we were shaken up here in Japan.
Newspaper articles related to the San Francisco earth-
quake kept telling how people helped one another. Ata time
like that only one rule applies: "Wherever there is life that
life must be saved." The color of skin, the religious belief
or other ideology of either the victim or the rescuer makes
no difference. The newspaper article telling about the rescue
of a six-year old child
whose dead mother’s
body had to be cut
into two in order to
rescue the child and
whose own leg had
to be cut off in order
to save the child will
long remain in my
mind.

Reading the
earthquake news
remindedmeof astory
which comes out of Jewish tradition. A Jewish Rabbi
(teacher), probably having talked about the poor human
relationships between the different tribes and nations of his
day , asked his students, "How can you tell when the night
has ended and the day is on its way back.?"

One student answered, saying, "Could it be when you
can see an animal in the distance and tell whether it is a sheep
or adog?"

"No", answered the Rabbi.

Another student asked, "Could it be when you look at
a tree in the distance and can tell whether it is a fig tree or a
peach tree?"

Again the answer was, "No."

"Then, what is it?", his students demanded.

The Rabbi answered, "It is when you look on the face
of any woman or man and see that she is your sister and he
is your brother. Because if you cannot do this, then no matter
what time it is, it is still night."

Today we might say it this way....'when you can look
into the face of any woman or man, whether that person has
a Mac or an IBM or some other machine, and you can look
into that person's face and see that she/he is your sister/
brother. If you cannot do this, then no matter what time it
is it is still night.'
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