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One

....by Dick Harry

ecently | went to Saitama Prefecture to spend a couple of days with my

young friend who is leaving Japan to go to another country. He is a young

man who is from my home state of Oregon in the United States. He has

been living in Japan for almost 3 years and working in Tokyo and being a
part of the "salaryman rat race". However, he has quit his job and will be going to
Thailand to live and study in a Bhuddist monastary. | asked him why he felt the
need to make such a big change in his life and he said that he needs to feel that
his life has some more meaning than just working as a salaryman in Tokyo. Also
he has only lived in countries of great wealth (America and Japan) and feels that
he needs to know more about how people in poorer countries view life. The Bhud-
dist teachings in Thailand, so he tells me, are more closely attuned with the origi-
nal teachings of Bhudda, and he
feels that what he learns there will
be more helpful to him as he con-
tinues his search to make his life
more meaningful.

eople often ask me why |
came to Japan. It is not, to
find more meaning for my
life. My life has had and
continues to have a great deal of
meaning. But | did come to Japan
in response to an invitation from
the Japanese people to teach Eng-
lish. | came not knowing what this
place would be like and not having
even studied the language. But |
came with the faith and knowledge
that the Japanese people are truly beautiful in every sense. And | have found that
many Japanese people have been willing to accept this strange foreigner for what
he is, and not what he should be, by some rigid standards. True, some people
look at me and think, I'm sure, that | should have stayed in America. But most
people here do accept me for what | am, and | have made a good many friends
among the Moriokan people. My life has changed much in the past 3 years, and it
continues to become richer day by day. Thank you for being such good friends. |
am sure that the more people get to know other people, our neighbors or
foreigners,the closer the world becomes to establishing a true world peace. X
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