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Ask, Seek, Knock

Ask, and you will receive;
seek, and you will find;
knock, and the door will be opend to you.

For everyone who asks will receive,
and anyone who seeks will find, and the
door will be opened to him who knocks.
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HI THERE !

-...by Jane Kublick

Well, I thought I'd like write about some of my im-
pressions of Japan but before | do that I'd like to take
a few minutes to introduce myself to you. My name Is
Jane Kublick | was born in the province of Alberta; in
i's capital city of Edmonton. My family moved to a
municipality called "Coquitlam" ( it's located in the
province west of Alberta). Coquitiam is located about
30 kilometers northeast of Vancouver, British Colum-
bia, Canada. Coquitlam is a Canadian Indian name
meaning “Little Pink Fish".

y occupation in Canada was teaching. | have
taught many subjects - Physical Education, Social
Studies, Mathematics, English and Consumer Edu-
cation. My main interest was in Physical Education. |
was very active in coaching at my Senior High
School. | coached several teams - Girls' & Boys' vol-
leyball, Girls’ basketball, Girls' field hockey, and track
& field. | was also a principal for a couple of years.
As | have just stated | was very involved with coach-
ing at my High School in Canada; so one year ( about
12 years ago ) my volleyball team wanted to raise
money to go to Japan. So for approximately 2 years
we did many fund-raising events. (Fund-raising is
when you do different jobs such as washing cars,
collecting pop bottles, etc. to earn money for the
team.). My school in Canada has a sister school in
Akita city. So, the volleyball team and approximately
35 other students and 3 other teachers and myself
went to Japan. This was the first time for all of us. We
didn't know what to expect. We were greeted by the
teachers from the sister-school with OPEN ARMS
and OPEN HEARTS. We stayed for 16 days in Akita
and then toured Tokyo and vicinity for another 5 days.
| can remember having to stand- up in front of the
students and saying very slowly "My name is Jane
Kublick. I am a teacher from New Secondary Scheol.”
| can also remember to sweat running down my face
and thinking how can these students stand this hu-
midity. My homestay family were very nice to me. The
mother and father couldn't speak English and their

little 5 year old daugh-
ter also couldn't speak
English. So, when |
came home from
school they would turn
the TV on and give me s _
peanuts to eat and a bottle of beer to drink. The only
thing on the TV that | could understand was Sumo.
So, therefore | watched Sumo everyday. As my days
drew close to an end with my homestay family | can
also remember thinking to myself that one day I'm
going to return to Japan.

Then. about 3 years later | came again but this time
| brought only 2 volleyball players and we came to
Iwate. We went to Kitakami for 2 weeks and Morioka
for 1 week. During my stay in Morioka Mr. Kikuchi
asked me if I'd like to come back to work here. He
said, "You know, | think you would really like it here.”
So, | told him that I'd have to think about it and | did. |
wrote to him within a couple of months and he made
all the arrangements for me. | came to Kubokakuen
High School. Here I taught english conversation and
was the assistant volleyball coach. | also lived in the
school dormitory. | was only to stay for 1 year but | re-
ally love the Japanese people that | extended my stay
an extra year. | tried to make it two years but my
school board in Canada would not allow me the extra
year. | find the Japanese student very obedient, hard
working, and still children. | really enjoy teaching
them! | went back to Canada, where | was given prin-
cipal of a small Junior & Senior High School. But
something was missing. Although my body was in
Canada my heart was still in Japan.

always felt that | would be coming back here. On

August 1, 1989 | retumed to Japan. And in Octo-
ber of the same year | received my Japanese teach-

ers’licence.

People always ask me: "What's so great about Ja-
pan? Why do you stay here? When are you going
home?" It's very difficult for me to give them an an-
swer to these questions. My answer is usually: * | love
this country and people very much!” It's difficult to put
into words what the heart feels!

™
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