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JAPANESE LIFE-STYLE

....by Jane Kublick

When | was asked to write this article | really wasn't sure where to
start. When you talk about the "Japanese Life-style” it varies so much from
area to area. For example, you have thefast life-styles of the big cities like
Tokyo, and Oosaka compared to theslower life-styles of the smaller cities
like Moricka, and Akita. So, | decided to write on the area that is most famil-
iar to me and that is the smaller cities.

As | told you in my previous article, I'm from a relatively small town ( in
Canada ) but it is near Vancouver and Vancouver has a population of ap-
proximately 1,000,000 people. Even though Vancouver has a large popula-

tion | still get a feeling that it's a small town. We still have MY PACE.
Whereas, the larger cities in Japan you can't have MY PACE. People live too far away from their jobs and

spend so much time travelling to and from work. One of my Japanese friends, travels about three and half hours
per day getting to and from work. That is almost one quarter of her life in transport. | feel that this is a waste of
one's life!

We ( the foreigners ) feel that the Japanese people life more in harmony with each other than do a lot of
the western civilizations. The people here think about their neighbors and their neighborhoods not just them-
selves. It's so nice seeing people out cleaning the streets in front of their stores and in front of their homes.

Japan still seems like aCommunity Country. | have travelled to many countries and | can truthfully say that
Japan is one of the cleanest countries in the world!

Japan is a combination of the old and the new. You can see women going to special occasions wearing
beautiful kimonos or wearing very nice suits or dresses. Here you still celebrate the old festivals ( example:
hina matsuri ) and you are integrating other festivals from foreign countries ( example: Christmas ). But you are
not learning the true meaning of the foreign festivals. | have asked many of my friends and students: "What is
the meaning of Christmas?" Not many people could answer me. | think that there is a change happening in

Japan; a fusion of cultures, and only in the next decade or two will we see what is going to happen to Japan.

As the world is growing smaller, the life-style of ever country is changing!
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