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Mount Image Is A Time Saver

Most of you probably weren't born
at the time, but I'm sure you know that
almost 50 years ago American soldiers
had several camps in Iwate. In April
two former American soldiers who
were stationed in Morioka after the war
came to revisit Iwate. | was asked to go
along and help interpret.

On their tour we went to the Mo-
rioka Chuo Kominkan, the same place
that we have our Mac meetings. Did
you know that about 48 years ago the
Chuo Kominkan was used as the offi-
cer's club (bar/hangout) for the Ameri-
can troops? | was really surprised.

We also went to O-shimizu-tana
(ryotei) near Toyama Hospital in Baba-
cho, Morioka. | had never seen that
restaurant. Wow, it's really impressive.
it made me think of Kyoto. The restau-
rant was like my dream image of Japan
before | came here.

But now that | work in the Kencho,
my impression of Japan is the picture of
a lot of people working overtime with
Fujitsu Oasys computers at their desk.
That's a funny word "Oasys." It means
Office Automation Systems to many
workers at the Kencho. | guess it makes
people feel they are automatic. It's a
very popular wapro in this dark
Kencho cave. In Japanese, "Oasys" has
a good meaning. But in English it has a
different meaning. To me, it means
“oasis." Do you know what an "oasis"
is? It's a place in the middle of a desert
with some greenery and water. Like an

island in the ocean. It has a very lonely
meaning.

Offices are very different in Amer-
ica. | think every company in America
and most companies in (western) Eu-
rope have computer networks and e-
mail in their offices. Everyone is con-
nected through these networks. Net-
works are very practical for company
communication and efficiency. Any-
way, I'm critical of the "Oasys islands"
in the Kencho. It's not very efficient.
What everyone needs here is a Mac
network with some fast servers.

I'll share some gossip with you. I've
noticed in Iwate that many people are
interested in MO technology, espe-
cially 128 MB storage. But I'm sure you
know that MOs are very slow. In the
States, almost all professional Mac us-
ers have at least one 44 MB SyQuest
drive. SyQuest drives are really fastand
they are also inexpensive. Just recently,
SyQuest has come out with inexpen-
sive removable 3.5 inch 108 MB
drives. According to my colleagues in
America everyone is excited about the
new SyQuest drives and aren't inter-
ested in the MO drives at all.

Some of you have been showing me
some interesting Japanese Mac soft-
ware tips. Thanks. Maybe you know

H R

By o>

!

_&.

this one already, but I've got a tip for
you, too.

I've been installing some new soft-
ware lately and I've found that the free-
ware cdev Mount Image is a real time
saver. The shareware cdev creates soft-
ware versions of floppy disk drives, so
you can have up to eight floppies
mounted at once, even though you
only have one floppy disk drive. Pro-
grams are getting bigger and installer
disk sets are increasing their number of
installer disks.

In one time-saving method you can
use Mount Image to create a single
software floppy disk and copy the In-
staller Disk 1 from your software onto
it. If you use the software floppy in-
stead of the real floppy you can really
speed up the installation process of the
whole installer disk set.

A second method is to copy all of
the installer disks onto Mount Image
software floppies, for example, seven
floppies. If you click on the Disk 1 in-
staller software floppy, you may find
that a regular fifteen minute installation
can be done in just two minutes. It can
be a real time saver. You should try it.!
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