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A MACUSER FROM

CANADA

by Stephanie Hauschild

1 am very flattered 10 have
been asked to write in this is-
sue of "lwate Mac Fan Club".

In these two pages you can
read about the story of a
young Canadian graphic de-
signer now living in Morioka,
named Siephanie.

why did you come 1o
Morioka? That's the question |
have been asked the most
since | arrived here. Here's a
shorn version of my story.

I received my university de-
gree in Quebec, Canada, in
Graphic Design, last may and
then, before starting to work
in Montreal, my dream was to
iravel and 1o experience
other cultures in the world.
My boyiriend had a contract
teaching English in Morioka,
so | decided to join him.
That's how my Japanese ad-
venture began!

Me, working at Fabrique

1 arrived last June with almost
no knowledge at all of the
Japanese life style and cul-
ture! Since, | leammed A LOT
about Japanese people, Japa-
nese life style and a little bit
about the language.

The most exciting experience
I've had since I've been here
is 10 work in Graphic Design. |
first thought it was impossible
because of the language and
culture barrier and 1 prefered
not to dream about it.

I spent my first three months

here without even touching a
computer once and without
any informations about
Macintosh in Japan (to busy
with other things | was experi-
encing and learningl!!!). In
september, | started missing
my computer and graphic de-
sign ., so my boyfriend, Ro-
bert (who also graduated in
graphic design) and 1, began
inquiring our friends and stu-
dents about Macintosh and
graphic design in Morioka. As
Japanese people are always
Kind and keen on helping
poor, pitiful "gaijins" in need,

- - e -
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they provided us with a lot of
useful informations. Wwe
quickly discovered that many
people have a Macintosh at
home. It's not as popular as in
Quebec, Canada, but the
Macintosh revolution is also
slowly taking place in
Morioka. Finelly, we worked
a little bit on one of our
friend's computer. It was so
funny to read the menu in
kanji and Katakana instead of
French or Englishl Then, we
tried to install all our French
and English gadgets and soft-
ware to ultimately discover
that our Canadian stuff isn't

Robert and |

always compatible with the
Japanese systemll!

Then one of our friends "who
knows somebody, who
knows somebody”, who has
a graphic design company,
told us that it could be pos-
sible to go and have a look of
their studio and have a little
chat with the staff. WOw,
what a great opportunity! So,
at the end of september, we
visited the company:
FABRIQUE, in shike-cho.
Generally speaking, | guess a
Japanese graphic design
company looks a lot like a
Canadian one ... as far as |
know! Fabrique is especially
well equiped though, and
their work is very profes-
sional. When 1 visited them in
september, | left my resume,
even if 1 was far from expec-
ting a job.

In october, although I didn't
have my porte-folio, didn't

2 $ N

|

have a lot of experience and
didn't speak Japanese,
Fabrique gave me a chance
and offered me a part-time
position.

1 usually work on almost only
english (romaji) design, but |
of course had to leam about
the differences there are be-
tween the English sysiem
and the Japanese one! I've
learned how to change from
"romaji" to Kkatakana or
hiragana, and how to write
with kanji. Using so many
ways of writing makes it a
little bit more complicated. |
first had a few problems with
my Canadian romaji fonts,
but, solved the problem by
using suitcase.

My experience working on
Macintosh in Japan is very ful-
filling and will surely be very
useful when 1l go back to
Canada. H

Iwale san and the beautiful landscape from Morioka with whitch | fell in lovel

IMF #£4§ 1994.2.19
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