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A Balanced Mac Life

Dear Friends,

| am very pleased to be able
to take partin this newslet-
ter. When | first arrived in
Japan, backin 1981, | didn't
see a single Macintosh
computer, and there were
only a few people | knew
who were using DOS-type
machines,mostly for simple
word processing, database
work, aqd of course, games.
But those early days were
what may be called the
stone-age of personal com-
puting. Since that time, |
have seen a rapid increase
in the use of computers, so
that nearly everyone has at
least a Famicom, if not a
“real" computer to use at
home or in the workplace.
And now, with the advent of
the Internet and so many
web sites springing up here
and there like tulips in
spring (there are also some
weeds, though), interper-
sonal connectivity is fast
becoming the way many of
us communicate, with our
colleagues, with informa-
tion resources, and with
friends and family across
the seas. We are very for-

tunate at Gandai, for in-
stance, in now having the
capability to access, via the
Internet, vast and numer-
ous libraries of information
throughout the world for
our research, and of course
for our curiosity. With the
availability of the Internet,
many of us can browse the
world,finding real pleasure
in the incredible mass of in-
formation available to us at
the simple click of a mouse.
I look forward to when
other schools in Iwate, such
as Maoridai and ldai. can
hook up to this wealth of
human knowledge and in-
genuity, and when each and
every citizen can, if they
want, connect to anyone
else on this small planet
Earth. | have heard some
critics of the Internet refer
to it as a mere library, but |,
for one, love libraries, and
to be able to browse
through the stacks of infor-
mation which are housed in
the vast library of the
Internet is, for me at least,
absolute pleasure.

I have been a proud Mac
owner for the past 10

Mike Unher

years, and am even more
proud to say that I still have
the Mac | bought at that
time. And what is more, |
use it at home all the time.
Itis an "old" SE model, and
although it doesn't like Sys-
tem 7, | can get by with
6.0.7. | am not connected to
the Internet at home, which
of course means that | get
to have time for doing other
things. (It's amazing how
littie else | can get done if |
have the Internet nearby-it
calls to me, and | cannot
refuse it's Sweet Siren
Song.) But my Mac SE has
been very good to me over
the past decade (I have to
write that, because | am
using it right now), and my
children use it nearly every
day. | want to say, too, that
the design of the Mac-the
interface, to be exact-
makes it so natural for chil-
dren to use, that my two
daughters (and soon, my
two-year-old son, too) can
Jjust sit down at the Mac
and write a letter to
Grandma in the U.S., or draw
pictures using KidPix, or
play some games with it
(they love Shanghai), as

e T e e, . e e e e e ey
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naturally as when | would
have picked up a pencil and
paper when | was their age.
And in those days of my
youth, computers were as
big as a room and couldn't
do half the things an SE can
today! Actually, | am glad
in away that | don't have an
Internet connection at
home, because my Kkids
would lock themselves in
the room with the Mac-
they would be out surfing
the world and | would never
see them! Or else, | would
lock myself in, and they
wouldn't see me. | know of
many husbands who have
an Internet connection at
home, and their wives
never see them-the wives
call themselves
Macllidows.

But as | mentioned, | am
Internet-free at home, and
so | have more time to en-
Jjoy myselfin less electronic
ways. For instance, in the
summer | like to go canoe-
ing. It's a fairly large ca-
noe-about six meters long.
It can hold three adults or
four children, plus obentos,
of course. | only got my ca-
noe last spring, and so |
haven't really explored very
many places around here. |
usually go up to Lake Gando,
or else | spend a few hours
paddling on the Kitakami
River north of Shijushida

Dam. It gives me some ex-
ercise, and although | can
now canoe at a pretty good
rate, | still cannot take any-
one water-skiing, yet.

| really miss my canoe in
the winter, but I try to
make up for the loss by go-
ing cross-country skiing. |
usually go skiing in the
woods near my home in
Takizawa, and once or
twice I've made the trip up
to the top of Hachimantai.
But when my hands get too
cold from being out in the
frozen air, | come back
home, turn on my Mac, and
warm up my fingers next to
the fan. Orelse | brew a cup
of coffee. Or sometimes
both.

Speaking of coffee, my wife
and | have "discovered" a
wonderful shop in
Matsuzeno that sells great
coffee, called simply
“Mame-ya"“, and a truly
marvelous gentleman,
named Mr. Noda, who runs
the shop. He speaks some
English, so | feel confident
in communicating with him,
and he is also very friendly.
And he has a great collec-
tion of jazz CDs that he will
let you listen to while you
taste some of his various
Kinds of coffee and gets
your order ready. But of
course, the best part is his

coffee itself. He has coffee
beans from every country,
it seems, and | feel like | am
surfing the world just by
entering his little shop, try-
ing to decide what kind of
beans to bring home. Even
my youngest daughter likes
his shop, and with his kind
help, she did her
“jyukenkyu” schoaol project
on how he roasts and grinds
his coffee. And what makes
his place even more inter-
esting is an old Mac Plus
that sits quietly in the cor-
ner of the shop. | think it
might be a customer that
neverleaves!

| suppose that | lead a very
balanced type of life, some-
times working (or playing)
with my Mac, sometimes -
going canoeing or cross-
country skiing, sometimes
brewing espresso coffee at
home. | think it's the per-
fect life for a Mac owner-
Just enough of everything!

Thank you for giving me this
space to writein, and | hope
some of you (but not too
many!) will come canoeing
with me next summer!

(edited by yabu teshihiro)

“
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